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ORGANIZATION PROFILE

Organization Profile

GWS in won the Best Environmental Project award at the 2019
Project Management Awards Ghana.

FIND OUT MORE AT : GHANAWILDLIFESOCIETY.ORG

About us

Our history

The Ghana Wildlife Society (GWS) is a non-governmental, non-

GWS was first formed in the early 1970s but functioned for few

political and non-profit making conservation organization located
at the Accra Conservation Education Centre near the Efua
Sutherland Children’s Park. Our mission is to conserve wildlife
in all its forms to ensure a better environment and for improved
quality of life for all people. We belong to BirdLife International,
the world’s largest nature conservation partnership of 123
autonomous NGOs around the world. Our vision is to promote the
conservation (protection, management and wise-use) of nature in

years and became dormant. It was not until 1991, when it was
revived by the ‘Save the Seashore Birds Project - Ghana’ (SSBP-G)
supported by the UK based Royal Society for the Protection of
Birds (RSPB), a project that aimed at protecting the sea shore birds
and their coastal wetland habitats in Ghana. When the SSBP-G
ended in June 1994, the Society was incorporated on 19

th

May

1995 and subsequently took over and continued the conservation
activities initiated by the project.

all its forms (plants, animals and their habitats). We operate based
on the model that stipulates that conservation actions must hinge
on credible scientific evidence.
GWS is governed by a five member council, which is the highest

Weak governance, economic growth and infrastructure expansion,

decision making body within the organization. The institution has

increased consumption and poor public support for conservation,

a Secretariat headed by an Executive Director who takes charge

illegal mining and logging, human population growth triggering

of day-to-day management, monitoring, and coordination of the

domestic demand and unsustainable agriculture patterns are

society’s policies, strategies and programmes as directed by the

some of the eminent conservation challenges that drive us to

Council.

use our power to act. Our response to some of these challenges

comprising four programme heads who work closely with their
technical staff.

include research into threatened species, facilitating interactions
between people and biodiversity in different landscapes, impacts
of development on biodiversity, and how land use changes
affect patterns of migration of birds along their migratory routes.
To contribute to ease the growing global pressure on the
corporate world to reduce their ecological footprints, we currently
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which led to establishment of the Nzulezu Tourists Centre and

out business models that safeguard biodiversity. Our activities

our long-term monitoring scheme on marine turtles and marine

(research, policy work and site interventions) focus on conserving

mammals. Our science work on Important Bird Areas (IBA’s) has

species, sites and landscapes that span different ecosystem realms

produced information for several national programmes and

(terrestrial, marine, wetlands, freshwater, mangroves and tropical

policies.

forests). We work closely with government, the private sector and
civil society organizations to find solutions to local, national and
regional environmental problems. We tackle these challenges by
initiating projects with the support of international foundations,
corporate bodies, members, supporters and individuals.
We execute our mandate through four programme areas:

What drives us to work

Under the Executive Director, exists a management team

work in partnership with several private sector players to fashion

Research and Conservation Science; Conservation Education;
Membership/Marketing; and Community Based Natural Resources
Management. The Society has dedicated Managers and technical
staff with post-graduate degrees in conservation science, climate
science, biodiversity management, tropical forestry, economics
and project management.

We believe that businesses have a role to play and must be
supported to reduce their footprints to conserve biodiversity.
Our current corporate engagement spans mining (Goldfields,
GHACEM), oil and gas (ENI Ghana Exploration Ltd), forestry
and agriculture (LUSH and GOPDC), Transport (Ghana Airport
Company Ltd, China Harbour and Engineering Ghana Ltd) and the
renewable energy sector (NEK-Ghana Ltd -Ayitepa and Konikablo).
We solely rely on our scientific evidence through research projects
to engage decision makers and influence national policy.
We raise awareness and work with the youth through the Wildlife
Clubs of Ghana (WCG) - a junior wing of the Society. We have
developed long-term conservation partnerships with GHACEM,
Toyota Ghana, Mövenpick Ambassador Hotel, Royal Senchi Hotel

Our achievements over the years

and the State Insurance Company (SIC). Ghana Wildlife Society
also serves on the national MABS Committee.

Our activities over the years have led to the ban on trade in Grey
Parrots and provided models for community conservation actions.
This is demonstrated by two of our flagship projects: Amanzuri
Conservation and Integrated Development (ACID) Programme
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Where we work
Current and Past Project Sites
GWS1

Ankasa Game Reserve & Nini-Suhien Natioal Park

GWS2 Atewa Forest Range Reserve
GWS3 Bia National Park and Resource Reserve
GWS4 Cape Three Points Forest Reserve
GWS5 Fure River Forest Reserve
GWS6 Kakum National Park–Assin Attandaso Resource Reserve
GWS7 Afadjato-Agumatsa Forest Range Reserve

13

GWS8 Subri River Forest Reserve
GWS9 Tano-Offin Forest Reserve

12

GWS10 Yoyo River Forest Reserve
GWS11 Bui National Park
GWS12 Damongo Scarp Forest Reserve

11

GWS13 Mole National Park
GWS14 Legon Botanical Gaderns
GWS15 Amansuri Wetlands
GWS16 Panbros Salt Industries
GWS17 Muni-Pomadze Ramsar Site

7

20

2

Birdwalk Sites
14

10

1
4

5

GWS19 Songor Ramsar Site
GWS20 Yongwa Forest Reserve

9

3

GWS18 Sakumo Lagoon Ramsar Site

8

15

6

16

GWS14 Legon Botanical Gaderns

19

GWS16 Panbros Salt Industries

18

GWS18 Sakumono Lagoon

17

Map Key
Current and Past Project Sites
Birdwalk Sites

6 | GHANA WILDLIFE SOCIETY ANNUAL REPORT 2019/2020

Assessment and establishment of a national baseline on
marine mammal by-catch along the coastline of Ghana.
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Our Council

Our Team

Prof. Yaa Ntiamoa-Baidu (PhD)
Founder / President
Prof. Ntiamoa-Baidu has served in various leadership roles. She served as Deputy Head (Research) in
the erstwhile Ghana Wildlife Department; Executive Director of the Ghana Wildlife Society (Founder);
Professor and Head of the Zoology Department, University of Ghana and the Director of WWF International
Africa and Madagascar Programme. She is currently the chairperson of the Centre for African Wetlands,
which she established in 2000 and also chairs the board of the Millennium Development Authority.
David Daramani

Nana Kwakyewaa Adu

Louisa Kabobah

Faisal Elias

Finance & Administrative Officer

Conservation Education Officer

Policy & Advocacy Officer

Ag. Manager (Research. & Cons. Sci.)

Thomas Gyimah

Principal Programs Assistant

Prof. Erasmus H. Owusu (PhD)
Technical Advisor
Prof. Erasmus Owusu is an Associate Professor in Conservation Science at the Department of Animal
Science and Conservation Biology of the University of Ghana. He has a PhD in biodiversity management
from the Durell Institute of Conservation and Ecology (DICE) of the University of Kent in Canterbury,
UK. He is the current Director for the University of Ghana Centre for Climate Change and Sustainability
Studies.

Mr. Gerald H. Osei Boakye
Member
Gerard is currently the Group Corporate Affairs Manager at Golden Star Resources Ltd. Until then, he was

Solomon Kenyenso

Kwame Boafo

Martin Kusi Manu

Raymond Agyepong Antwi

Raphael Nii Laate Lartey

Officer (Research. & Cons. Sci.)

Officer (Research. & Cons. Sci.)

Officer (Research. & Cons. Sci.)

Officer (Research. & Cons. Sci.)

Communications Officer

consulting in corporate and public relations, sustainable development and marketing for not-for-profit
organizations. He was appointed Commissioner to the Forestry Commission representing wildlife trade
and export issues, between 2009 and 2016. He has a Bachelor of Marketing degree from the Ghana
Institute of Management and Public Administration and a Diploma in Natural Resources and Management
from the Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology.

Mr. Kofi Anku
Member
Mr. Kofi Anku is a graduate of the Columbia University, USA. He is a private businessperson and real
estate developer. He is currently a member of the board of Directors for the Ayi Mensah Park (Mercury
Estates Ltd). He has been the Executive Director of Premium Vegetables Ltd since 2015. Kofi has keen
interest in maintaining a balance between business and environmental sustainability.

Bernadine Gillian Naakuma

Edith Ludu

James Braimah

Georgina Antwi

Emmanuel Obeng

Assistant Finance Officer

Receptionist/Admin Assistant

SIBCI Project Facilitator

Intern

Intern

Perpetual Abeyie

Librarian

Denis Nortey		

Security Guard

Mr. Charles Adjei Sefa

Afrifa Yamoah Dankwa

Driver

Bernard Tagoe

Security Guard

Member

Peter Morkeh		

Driver

Alfred Akwandor

Security Guard

Mr. Adjei Sefa is an elected representative of the Wildlife Clubs of Ghana. He is a conservationist and

Issac Osei

Driver

Wilson Sherman

Intern

been at the forefront of coordinating wildlife club activities since 2005 and currently the Wildlife Clubs

Simon Vondee 		

Driver

Selase Dewu

Volunteer

Coordinator for the Ashanti Region. He is a Physical Education Teacher of Mansoman Senior High School.

Alhassan Abu		

Driver (Damongo Office)

Hawa Mohammed

National Service Personnel

Charles has executed very successful tree planting programmes one of which can be sited at Toase

Abudu Sakara

Security Guard (Damongo Office)

Lucas Adongo

National Service Personnel

Secondary School.

Adongo Atibire		

Security Guard

Shadrack Ayitey		

Security Guard
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M ESSAG E FROM LEAD ER SHIP

ME SSAGE S FRO M L E A D E RSH IP

Message from the
President

Message from the
Executive Director

Dear friends of nature, I am delighted we have come to the end of another year of

As the dangers posed by economic development to biodiversity keeps on heightening, the

impressive achievements. In the year under report, the Ghana Wildlife Society has

Society firmly believes that all stakeholders must still keep the issues facing biodiversity

demonstrated its resilience in the fight to safeguard our natural heritage, considering

on the national agenda. We must all stand up to highlight the vital role played by important

the challenging times posed by not only the COVID 19 pandemic but also the ravaging

plant and animals, their habitats and to the disturbing consequences of our failure to

impacts of climate change.

conserve them. In this context, the important place occupied by the Ghana Wildlife Society
as the largest conservation NGO in Ghana has become more relevant than ever before.

Our ability to persevere despite the challenges is largely due to the commitment of

It appears unfair to single out individual stories of accomplishment, but it is worth

our Council, the hard work of our dedicated staff and our supportive members, not

highlighting few of our notable achievements. Our business and biodiversity programme

forgetting our partners and donors who, over the years, have seen the organisation

keeps on expanding as we still maintained partnerships with reputable businesses that are

through thick and thin.

providing diverse services and products across different sectors of the Ghanaian economy.
We believe that businesses have a role to play towards reducing the threats to nature and
maintain balance between economic gains and the environment. On the research front,

In a time when things seemed hopeless, the Society kept innovating and continued

we completed a full-scale assessment of ecosystem services (global climate regulation,

to be a voice for nature across the country. We expanded our project portfolio and

water-related services, nature-based recreation, cultivated goods and harvested wild

we continue to be a key actor and stakeholder in natural resources management

“... It is my hope that the
Society will continue
to grow, maintaining a
positive outlook into the
future, with renewed
determination to tackle
key environmental
challenges and respond
quickly to emerging
opportunities.”

in Ghana. While maintaining our traditional project portfolio, we have been able to
initiate new projects that are relevant for improving livelihoods and empowering
local communities, and at the same time, positively impact our environment.
Our current portfolio range from projects that focus on protecting biodiversity, such
as the Picathartes home range studies and actions for improving the conservation
of critically endangered plant species, to integrated biodiversity conservation and
livelihoods improvement initiatives. We are gradually expanding our activities across
the country and opened a project office at Damongo to facilitate the delivery of
activities in the northern part of the country.
In the coming years, we will continue to pursue our primary goal of safeguarding
biodiversity and supporting good environmental stewardship, while promoting

goods) at the Cape Three Points and Tano-Offin Forest Reserves. We took our research

“...We must all stand up
to highlight the vital
role played by important
plant and animals, their
habitats and to the
disturbing consequences
of our failure to conserve
them...”

work on migrant birds further by collaborating with the RSPB to investigate the habitat and
tree assocaiations of Afro-Paleartic migrants. We also launched a new project to carry out
a nation-wide survey on marine mammal bycatch along the entire coast of Ghana.
The Wildlife Clubs of Ghana (WCG) remains one of the Society’s hallmarks and their
activities could not be left out. Notable events that involved the participation of the WCG
include celebration of World Wetlands Day, World Wildlife Day, World Environment Day, and
end of year wildlife games. More than 3,000 children, teachers and volunteers from 30
Clubs actively participated in 2019/2020 activities.
Since we re-established the communications, and policy and advocacy unit of the Society
last year, the Society has become more visible through our social media platforms,
press conferences, and policy briefs on diverse policy issues. Our key campaigns and

sustainable and inclusive economic development. It is my hope that the Society

engagements include persuading the Ghana government to: reverse its decision to

will continue to grow, maintaining a positive outlook into the future, with renewed

mine bauxite in the Atewa Range Forest Reserve; vote in favour of sustaining the ban

determination to tackle key environmental challenges and respond quickly to

on commercial whaling at the 67th International Whaling Commission’s meeting in Brazil;

emerging opportunities.

consider environmental and social issues in formulation of the Ghana Integrated Aluminium
Development Corporation (GIADEC) Act. The Society made inputs to the national report on
the implementation of Ghana’s NBSAP.

I take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt gratitude to our donors and partners
for their continuous support and congratulate all GWS staff for their commitment and

The Amansuri Conservation and Integrated Development Programme (ACID) has been our

hard work.

flagship for community based ecotourism and conservation. I am glad that we now have
new leadership which translated into better management of the tourist centre.
PHOTO CREDIT | © ISAAC ADJEI
Long-tailed Cormorant
A small, speckle-backed cormorant that is common and
widespread in fresh water. The adult is blackish with a
®
short black crest above the bill. Immatures are brownish
with paler underparts. Although they share the same
Executive Director
habitat with Great Cormorant, Long-tailed Cormorants
can be separated by their much smaller size, red eyes,
and proportionately longer tails. Generally, Long-tailed
Cormorant avoids the marine habitats of the similarlooking Crowned Cormorant, which has a larger crest, an
unspeckled back, and a shorter tail.

Eric Lartey, PMP

Prof. Yaa Ntiamoa-Baidu (PhD)
President (GWS Council)
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I am mindful of the fact that the Society’s success finally hinges on the contributions
made by our donors, partners, volunteers and members. The Society is indeed grateful to
everyone who supported us.
Let us confidently walk into 2021 with the hope of taking more actions to save nature for
the benefit of people.
Cheers!
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RESEARCH AN D CON SERVAT ION SCIEN CE

NATIONAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT ON MARINE MAMMAL BY- CATCH A LO NG TH E C OAST O F GH A NA

PROJECT FUNDIN G

PROJECT DURATIO N

12 months
Start: 2019
End: 2020
(Left & Right) GWS field officers sensitizing a fisherman on the different species of marine mammals, the roles they play in our ecosystem.

National Baseline Assessment on Marine Mammal By-catch
along the Coast of Ghana
We successfully launched our new project at

intended to foster the conservation of

caught as by-catch. Conservation of MM in

the beginning of 2019 to establish a national

biodiversity and protection of coastal

Ghana therefore requires data on by-catch

baseline on marine cetacean by-catch. The

environments. These include the Fisheries

landings from artisanal fisheries.

Ghanaian coastal waters are favourable

Act, 2002 (Act 625), Fisheries Regulation

habitats for marine mammals (MM), due

2010 (LI 1968), and Wild Animal Preservation

to seasonal up-welling, which increases

Act, 1961 (Act 43). Unfortunately, declining

productivity and ensures food availability.

fish catches in recent years are gradually

Ghana has enacted a number of laws

causing fisher-folk to target MM previously

This project received support from the
Anderson Cabot Centre for Ocean Life
at the New England Aquarium to conduct
a MM by-catch assessment along the
coast of Ghana between March, 2019 and
December 2019. The primary objective of
this assessment was to increase the level
of understanding of MM by-catch along
the entire coastal line of Ghana, and the

A total of ten (10) identifiable marine
mammal species, largely made up
of toothed whales and dolphins
(odontocetes), were identified as
landed by-catch during the study
period.
The

species

composition

was

dominated by the short-snouted
spinner dolphin (Stenella clymene),
which constituted 24% of the
by-catch

mostly

by

drift

gill-

nets (DGN), followed by longsnouted spinner dolphin (Stenella

longirostris), which formed 20% of
the by-catch.
A view of some dolphins caught through by-catch at Dixcove during the assessment.

socio-economic importance of MM bycatch to fisher-folk.
The approach involved the selection of
key fishing landing ports along the coast
of Ghana, namely: Keta, Ada, Kpone, Apam,
Mumford, Elmina, Shama, Dixcove, Axim,
and Half Assini. The data sources involved
records of the number and types of gear
and vessels used for landing the animals,
and an evaluation of possible seasonal
influences. Preliminary results indicate
A view of a Short-finned Pilot Whale caught through by-catch at Dixcove during the assessment.
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that the most records of landed MM were
reported from Dixcove, followed by Shama.

QUICK GLANCE
AT THE
NUMBERS

10

key fishing landing ports
along the coast of Ghana
were surveyed.

24%

of species composition was
dominated by the shortsnouted spinner dolphin.

10

key fishing landing ports
along the coast of Ghana
were surveyed.
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I M P R OV I N G C O N SE RVAT I O N STATU S OF THE CRITICALLY ENDANG ERED ENDEMIC SPECIES ( TALBOTIELL A G ENTII) IN G HANA U SING IN SITU C O NSE RVATIO N STRATE GIE S

PROJECT FUNDIN G

Talbotiella gentii seed collection and nursery
establishment
To increase the sizes of population and number of populations
of Talbotiella gentii using In situ methods and improve genetic
diversity among the homogeneous stands, 70,000 seeds were

PROJECT DURATIO N

collected from 72 trees with high genetic diversity from different
stands of Talbotiella gentii. The seeds were nursed to establish
nurseries at KNUST campus, Kumasi and Yongwa in the Somanya
District of Ghana. However, more seeds will be collected in the
2020/2021 season to compensate for mortality among the existing
Talbotiella gentii seedling at the GWS nursery in Buenye - 1 km from the Yongwa Forest
Reserve.

seedlings.

36 months
Start: 1st January, 2020
End: 31st December, 2022

Nationwide inventory of Talbotiella gentii and
associated tree species
To ensure better scientific understanding of the current population
distribution and associated threats to Talbotiella gentii in Ghana,

Improving Conservation Status of the Critically
Endangered Endemic Species (Talbotiella gentii) in Ghana
using in Situ Conservation Strategies

a nation-wide inventory (this took place only in those habitats
where Talbotiella gentii grows naturally) was undertaken. A 100%
census of Talbotiella gentii was made in all 8 sites identified. Two
base maps have been generated; initial map before inventory
and another after inventory. This helped to update the current
knowledge of the species distribution in Ghana.

Improving Conservation Status of the

In the first year of the project, KNUST

Critically Endangered Endemic Species

and GWS raised awareness about the

(Talbotiella gentii) in Ghana using in Situ

conservation values and threats causing the

Conservation Strategies was initiated by

decline in population of Talbotiella gentii.

Ghana Wildlife society and Kwame Nkrumah

We managed to organise eight community

University of Science and Technology

sensitization programmes, which involved

(KNUST) with funding from Foundation

nine key stakeholders. Inception meetings

Franklinia. The project collaborates with

were also organised to promote the project

Forestry

Commission,

Ghana

and its expected impacts.
In spite of the early stage of the project,
the efforts of KNUST and GWS through
the awareness creation have raised the
consciousness of about 600 people in eight
communities in the project sites about the
conservation status of Talbotiella gentii.

Cement

(GHACEM) and local communities.
The project aims to protect the extant
populations

of

Talbotiella

gentii

(Left) A view of the base map before the inventory exercise. (Right) A view of the base map after the
inventory exercise.

from

extinction through In situ conservation

(Top) Field officer measuring the width of T. gentii with a
measuring tape. (Bottom) Group photograph of the inventory
team made up of an officers from GWS, RMSC and a local
farmer.

strategies and to address main threats
facing the species survival in Ghana.
Currently, 15 out of the 28 known stands
now extinct, with the major threat being

QUICK GLANCE
AT THE
NUMBERS

farming and charcoal burning. Recent
research indicates the potential inbreeding
of the remaining stands due to low genetic
variation

within

stands.

The

project

creates the scope to address these
pressing challenges to thwart extinction of

Talbotiella gentii in Ghana

A group photograph of local farmers, Forest Services Division officers, GWS staff and KNUST faculty members at the
project inception meeting held in Somanya.
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70K

T. gentii seeds were
collected from 72 trees with
high genetic diversity.

100%

census of Talbotiella gentii
was made in all 8 sites
identified across Ghana.

600

individuals were sensitized
on the importance of T.
gentii and its conservation.
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IDENTIFYING THE HOME RANG E OF THE W HITE- NECK ED PICATHARTE S USING RA D IO TE L E ME TRY

PROJECT FUNDIN G

PROJECT DURATIO N

Figure 1: Minimum convex polygon (MCP) home ranges for successfully radio-tracked

Yearly

Figure 2: Kernel Density estimates for successfully radio-tracked breeding WNP.

breeding WNP.

The study was conducted in Nkrabea Forest Reserve (N6°

Start: 2003
End: Present

01.314’ W1° 30.557’) close to New Edubiase in the Adansi South
District. One breeding bird was caught with a mist net fitted
with a numbered metal ring (Ghana Ringing Scheme, University
of Ghana, Legon) and a unique combination of three coloured
plastic rings.

Identifying the Home Range of the White-necked
Picathartes Using Radio Telemetry

The bird weighing approximately 217.1 ± 4.2g was fitted with
radio transmitters (an Ag392 single button cell tag weighing
approximately 1.90 from Lotek, UK). The bird was tracked daily

White-necked

Picathartes

(WNP)

(Picathartes gymnocephalus) is a ground
dwelling forest bird restricted to the Upper
Guinea Forest Block. It is one of two bird
species in the family Picathartidae. The
other

being

Grey-necked

Picathartes

(Picathartes oreas). Both species are
classified as Vulnerable on the IUCN
Redlist of Threatened species (IUCN 2019)

and the WNP occurring in Ghana is wholly

Guinea Forest to map and record all known

protected by law.

nest locations of the species, and also to

between 06:00 and 18:00 GMT, over a 21-day period.
The bird continued providing for the chicks throughout the

estimate its current population.

tracking period until they fledge. Limited data was collected for

recorded in Ghana for 40 years and was

A National Species Action Plan was then

thus thought to be locally extinct. Following

developed for its conservation. As part

a different pattern.

its rediscovery, the Ghana Wildlife Society

of the action plan, GPS coordinates from

(GWS) with support from the RSPB and

documented nesting sites were provided

the A. G. Leventis Foundation conducted

to the Forestry Commission to consider

studies in forest reserves within the Upper

a 100m buffer around each nest during

Until 2003, the species had not been

allocation of Timber Utilization Contracts.
The

100m

buffer

was

arbitrary

as

the bird post breeding however, few fixes after breeding showed
The MCP (all locations visited) was 0.07km² and estimated kernel
density (locations often visited) was 0.03 km². The MCP home
range was estimated as 0.07km2 and that of kernel density was
0.03. These figures corroborate with tracking reports of breeding
WNP elsewhere.
GWS will track more birds in the second phase of the project and
also assess the abundance and availability of food at the locations

knowledge on the movements and home

usually visited as compared with areas avoided. This will throw

range of the species in Ghana is still not

more light on how the species uses its habitat.

known.

(Top) Radio tag attached to the two retrices of tail feathers. (Bottom) Thomas Gyimah
(GWS staff) tracking White-necked Picathartes in the field.

Conducting a radio-tracking experiment
was intended to fill in this gap. Radio
telemetry is a vital tool for the study of the
bird and also very useful in studying the
home range of most vertebrates.

(Left) Picture of eggs in a nest at the Nkrabea Forest Reserve. (Right) Picture of hatchings in a nest at the Nkrabea
Forest Reserve.

18 | GHANA WILDLIFE SOCIETY ANNUAL REPORT 2019/2020

GHANA WILDLIFE SOCIETY ANNUAL REPORT 2019/2020 | 19

RESEARCH AN D CON SERVAT ION SCIEN CE

MO NTH LY B IRDWA L K

A view of some participants of the monthly birdwalk held at the Panbros Salt

A view of some participants of the monthly birdwalk held at the Legon Botanical

Industries (Densu Delta) in Weija.

Gardens in Accra.

Identifying the Home Range of the White-necked
Picathartes Using Radio Telemetry

Monthly Birdwalks

Vieillot’s black weaver spotted during the birdwalk at the Legon Botanical Gardens.

Ghana Wildlife Society, since 2012, has been organizing monthly

trails are recorded using the BirdLasser app. Participants are also

birdwalks as part of its activities to promote the conservation of

educated on some amazing facts about most of the birds sighted

birds as well as promote the knowledge and conservation of birds

and interesting information about their ecology.

through citizen science.
Bird watching is a fast-growing activity in the tourism sector in
Ghana and constitutes the bulk of the free monthly birdwalk. The
monthly birdwalk is organised every first Saturday of each month
(except in January). It generally involves birding around several
sites in Accra. These sites traditionally include Dawhenya Irrigation

H.E. Gregory Andrews (Australian High Commissioner), Eric Lartey (Executive Director,

A view of some participants of the monthly birdwalk held at the Obosomase Forest - a

GWS), David Daramani (Principal Programmes Officer, GWS) with a participant at the

few kilometres from the outskirts of Accra.

birdwalk at Obosomase Hills.

Area, Densu Delta (Pambros Salt Limited), Sakumono Lagoon and
Legon Botanical Garden. Recently, the Society has also started
exploring the possibilities of expanding the birdwalk beyond the
boundaries of Accra.

QUICK GLANCE
AT THE
NUMBERS

The birdwalks, which usually starts early in the morning and end
just before mid-day, includes experienced and new birders as well
as nature enthusiasts and a few local people. In addition to bird
watching, participants are engaged in discussions about nature
and other environmental issues. Birds seen or heard along the
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A view of some participants of the monthly birdwalk held at the Obosomase Hills - a
few kilometres from the outskirts of Accra.

5

birdwalk locations were
visited between 2019 and
2020

11

birdwalk events were
organised between 2019
and 2020

25

individuals averagely,
participate in each birdwalk
between 2019 and 2020
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BUSINESS AND BIODIVERSITY

Business and Biodiversity

GHACEM: Forest Restoration and Conservation
Education and Community Engagement

and Oborpah West M/A Primary and J.H.S., Oborpah East M/A

Deriving

To sustain the interest of young people in conservation and

from

the

existing

partnership

between

BirdLife

International Europe and Heidelberg Cement signed in 2015, the
Ghana Wildlife Society entered into a partnership to work together
to promote best sustainable practices and conservation of
biodiversity in GHACEM’s quarry operations. As part of measures

ENI Ghana: Onshore/Offshore Monitoring
and Implementation of World Bank Group
Guidelines
GWS has since 2017 systematically monitored the impacts of ENI
onshore activities on avian biodiversity within their project area of
influence at Sanzule in the Western Region. Ghana Wildlife Society
(GWS) was contracted by Eni Ghana Exploration and Production

Ghana is relatively new to the wind energy sector as compared to

to benefit biodiversity through their contribution to clean energy.

European countries and USA. Considering that, the number of wind

They can potentially have negative effects on local biodiversity

turbines is likely to increase in the future, wildlife conservation,

(particularly bird and bat populations) through collisions. Avian

specifically of birds and bats might become a serious problem.

fatalities due to collisions with rotating turbine blades are of

There is relatively very limited information available on the impact

grave concern and there is considerable uncertainty surrounding

of wind farms on birds and bats in Ghana. Ghana Wildlife Society

avian collision risk at wind facilities.

(GWS) successfully monitored birds and bats at the proposed

Ltd to monitor impacts of Eni Ghana’s onshore/offshore activities
on biodiversity, as per the requirement of the World Bank Group
Performance Standard 6 (WBG PS6) when operating in a critical
habitat. In line with this, Eni Ghana Exploration and Production Ltd

LUSH Swedru Biodiversity Assessment:
Permaculture Site and Ylang Ylang (Cananga
Odorata) Plantation
Biodiversity baseline study was carried out to establish the
composition, abundance and occurrence of targeted taxa
(flora, herpetofauna, avian and mammals) on each of the
Swedru-LUSH Ylang ylang plantation. The social and economic
needs of neighbouring communities (e.g. firewood, bushmeat,
water, etc.) from the plantation areas were assessed.
conservation value areas within the landscape and made

and monitoring of project activities that pose a risk to birds and

recommendations on further conservation actions in the

During the ornithological monitoring of the two proposed sites

The ENI Area of Influence falls within Amanzuri wetlands, which

working together to conduct pre-construction risk assessments

Ayiteipa and Konikablo, our research team observed that, the vast

and implement post-construction monitoring plans. GWS has

majority of the wader populations use the Songor Ramsar site.

consistently collected data to estimate the number and density

With regards to raptor species, the Yellow-billed Kite which was

of birds regularly present or resident within the study area of

the most abundant.

is a critical habitat and an Important Bird Area (IBA). The scope of
this work was to provide an efficient and effective plan to achieve
zero net loss to turtles following gas pipeline laying from ENI’s
onshore receiving facility (ORF) to their oil extraction field, 60 km
offshore. GWS implemented a plan to ensure that nesting female

typical behaviour and population.

Talbotiella gentii (a critically endangered tree species).

The study provided a baseline information on the high

on the affected communities, both industry and government are

of the observed species based on their conservation status,

of the Yongwa Forest Reserve, which houses few stands of

an over-arching goal of ensuring adequate management; control
their habitat within the Amansuri IBA.

the project prior to construction and to formulate a risk profile

tree seedlings to contribute to the restoration of degraded areas

has developed an Avian Biodiversity Action Plan (Avian BAP) with

“Konikablo Wind Farm” Project site and a chosen reference site.

To understand and evaluate the real impact of these structures

Reserve near the Yongwa quarry. The Clubs also embarked on
GHACEM provided financial support to GWS to raise four thousand

Yongwase M/A Primary and JHS, Bueyonye M/A K.G. and Primary

Wind farms have two sides of the coin. They have the potential

by GWS to support reforestation activities in the Yongwa Forest

and the environment, GWS launched wildlife clubs in ten (10)

The schools include Klo-begro M/A Primary, Bueyonye M/A JSS,

NEK (Ghana) Ltd: Reducing Impacts of Wind
Farms on Migratory Resident Birds

in demonstration sessions at the model tree nursery established

tree planting exercises in their respective schools.

GHACEM, near the Yongwa Forest Reserve in the Eastern Region.

empowered to successfully implement corporate sustainability commitments.

environmental protection, the Wildlife Clubs at Yongwa participated

to empower children and the youth to take action for nature
selected schools located around the Yongwa Quarry operated by

Ghana Wildlife Society has been working in partnership with businesses. Through our partnerships, several businesses have been

Primary and J.H.S. and Oborpah Djerkiti M/A Primary and J.H.S.

plantations. Three flora species; Nesogordonia papaverifera,

Albizia ferrruginea, and Terminalia ivorensis were listed as
“Vulnerable” due to their over-exploitation for timber. In
addition, four species of large mammals were identified as
‘Lower Risk/Near Threatened’. Other nationally protected
species (Ghana Wildlife Regulations) of medium to large
mammals were also recorded.

turtles and their eggs are not poached. GWS provided information

The survey recorded 481 individuals of avians belonging to

on transect locations and species composition which established

67 species and 28 families. Among the species recorded, the

the basis for comparison with future monitoring using standard

African Goshawk (Accipiter tachiro), Cattle Egret (Bubulcus

survey techniques.

ibis), Lizard Buzzard (Kaupifalco monogrammicus) and Rednecked Buzzard (Buteo auguralis) are protected under the
Ghana Wildlife Conservation Regulations, 1971, and Ghana
Wildlife

Conservation

(Amendment)

Regulations,

1988;

1995). The herpetofuana survey did not identify any species
of conservation interest except the African python (Python

sebae), which is listed for partial protection according to the
Ghana wildlife conservation regulations Schedule II, as well as
in CITES appendix II for limited trading.
Based on the results from the assessment, enrichment planting
and permanent preservation of identified areas of conservation
GWS field officers identifying a bird species spotted at the proposed sites for the
wind farm. |

© KWAME BOAFO
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GWS field officers surveying proposed sites for the wind farm. |

priority were recommended to promote the implementation of
© KWAME BOAFO

GWS field officer monitoring marine mammals and sea turtles offshore.

LUSH’s ecological policy.
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GWS wins European Union grant to
contribute towards the sustainable
management of the Mole National Park and
peripheral areas
Rapid demographic growth, poverty, weak governance
of natural resources and increasing climate change, are
leading to the impoverishment of natural capital in Northern
Ghana, including ecosystem services on which the Ghanaian
population largely depend.
In light of all these, GWS (with financial support from the
European Commission) and partners initiated SIBCI to
engender harmony between green economic activities
towards improvement of livelihoods of selected communities
surrounding the Mole National Park, and conservation of
biodiversity within and around the Park.
The project’s long-term goal is to contribute to the
achievement of endogenous, sustainable and inclusive
economic development that responds to the challenges
of climate change. In the medium-term, the objective
is to improve sustainable, participatory and integrated
management of the Mole National Park (MNP) towards
biodiversity conservation and resilience to climate change.

By the end of the project, it is expected that:
•

Socio-economic and sectoral activities relating to the
Mole National Park are well coordinated and integrated.

•

Protected Area Management systems are developed
and operational.

•

Resource dependent communities participate and derive
benefits from the integrated management of natural
resources.

African Bush Elephant (Loxodonta africana)
The African bush elephant, also known as the African
savannah elephant, is the largest living terrestrial animal with
bulls reaching a shoulder height of up to 3.96m. Both sexes
have tusks, which emerge when they are 1–3 years old and
grow throughout life.
PHOTO CREDIT | © MICHAEL BEHRENS
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Savannah Integrated Biodiversity
Conservation Initiative (SIBCI)

Community-based Ecotourism and Tour
Guiding Training

•

In collaboration with the Wildlife Division (MNP management),

•

tour guides.

contributing towards endogenous, sustainable and inclusive

Appreciate the best and effective ways to handle visitors/
tourists and take good care of them.

the Ghana Wildlife Society organised a training workshop on
community-based ecotourism and tour guiding as a means of

Improve the guiding, interpretive and communication skills of

•

Work towards responsible tourism.

economic development for the Mole Landscape. Seventeen
(17) tour guides from the Mole National Park and 23 community
members from Mognori, Larabanga and Murugu were beneficiaries
of this training. The training was structured to build the knowledge
base and capacity of the park and community guides in communitybased ecotourism and boost their confidence at service delivery.

The training workshop succeeded in ensuring that participants:
•

Appreciate the traits and characteristics necessary to be an
effective tour guide.

•
The project which was initiated by the Ghana Wildlife Society in collaboration with partners the University for Development Studies

Equip themselves with knowledge of local tourism products
within the Mole Ecological Landscape.

(UDS), Nature and Development Foundation (NDF) and Coorperazione Per Lo Sviluppo Dei Paesi Emergenti Onlus (COSPE). The

A group photograph of all participants of the training on community-based
ecotourism and tour guiding training.

project contributes towards an integrated sustainable management of the Mole National Park (MNP) and peripheral areas.

Workshop to Review Management Plan of
the Mole National Park

Project Launch and Inception Meeting
The Savannah Integrated Biodiversity Conservation Initiative was

The Ghana Wildlife Society in collaboration with the Wildlife

launched on 4th March in Damongo. The event was organised

Division of the Forestry Commission and Nature and Development

by the Ghana Wildlife Society and was attended by all major

Foundation facilitated a two-day stakeholders workshop at the

stakeholders. Delivering his welcome speech, Mr. Eric Lartey, the
Executive Director of the Ghana Wildlife Society mentioned that

Forest Hotel Dodowa on the 5th - 6th of August, 2021.

the SIBCI project was established to improve the livelihoods of

The purpose of the workshop was to review the successes

communities in the northern zone of Ghana.

and challenges encountered in the implementation of the 2011
management plan and to identify gaps that could serve as the

Mr. Farouk Umaru Dubuire, the operations Manager (Protected

basis to update the current management plan and come up with

Area) of the Wildlife Division of the Forestry Commission and

recommendations and strategic steps to address the gaps which

former manager of the MNP cautioned that the SIBCI project should
not be compromised and he went further to admonish loggers to
desist from the illegal act of trafficking rosewood. He concluded
that the Forestry Commission will certainly ensure the successful

will lead to the formulation of a new management plan.
A group photograph of all attendees of the SIBCI project launch at the Eco Clubhouse
in Damongo.

implementation of the project.

Discussions about management frameworks such as the IUCN
World Heritage Evaluation Matrix, IUCN WCPA Best Practice
Guidelines for Protected Areas were reviewed and a stock of the
2017 Mole Evaluation Report on the nominations of natural and

Mr. Christopher Ackon, a representative of the European Union’s
Delegation to Ghana lauded the significance of the project because

mixed properties to the world heritage list was taken.

he believed it will help provide decent jobs for the residents of the

A drafting team was constituted to address the identified gaps

communities surrounding MNP. Mr. Abutu Kapori, the registrar of

as well as the socio economic profiling of the landscape that will

the Gonja Traditional Council also added that the Yagbonwura had

lead to the promulgation of an updated management plan for Mole

pledged his utmost support for the implementation of the SIBCI

National Park.

project and had urged the communities to cooperate and reap
benefits from the project.
The project coordinator, Mr. Raymond Agyepong Antwi explained
the rational, objectives, activities to be undertaken, funds and the
duration of the project. Divergent opinions were shared as well as
suggestions and recommendations during the event.
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(Left) Mr. Eric Lartey, the Executive Director, Ghana Wildlife Society delivering his
welcome address. (Middle) Mr. Farouk Umaru Dubuire, the Operations Manager

(Top) Identifying the gaps of the expired management plan and discussing the way

(Protected Areas) of the Wildlife Division, Forestry Commission delivering the opening

forward to updating the plan. (Bottom) A group photograph of all participants of the

statement. (Right) The representative of the European Union’s delegation to Ghana, Mr.

review workshop at the Dodowa Forest Hotel in Accra.

Christopher Ackon, addressing audience at the event.
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Empowering Communities

Small Ruminant Training
A training workshop was organised for hunters and farmers. The
workshop strengthened participants’ knowledge on the need for
conservation and the benefits therein. Through their participation
in this action, they were able to acquire skills in livestock production
(specifically how to construct standard housing for small ruminants
and the overall management of the enterprise).
The criteria for selecting participants for this action was based
on snowball sampling technique – where identifiable hunters/
poachers recruit other subjects from their acquaintances. About
50 individuals comprising 29 males and 21 females benefited from
this training and subsequently provided with 100 breeding stock of
livestock (Sheep and goat) to start livestock farming.
The breeding stock procured were quarantined for 3 weeks before
distribution was made to beneficiaries. They were ear-tagged for
easy identification. During the quarantine period, the animals were
given medication and vaccinated against prevailing diseases.

Training of farmers from five (5) communities within the Mole Ecological
landscape on small ruminant farming training organised in Kabampe.

Promoting biodiversity and climate-friendly economic opportunities that create decent jobs using an integrated approach that
aligns development with conservation and responds to the interdependencies of ecosystems livelihoods and health, and building on
stakeholder partnerships.

Shea Processing Training
Shea nut processing, which is an economic venture of the

A two- day training session took place in the West Gonja Municipality

communities provides means of alternative livelihood within

and the North Gonja District of the Savannah Region with the

the catchment of the park. This activity has the propensity to

participation of one hundred (100) women in ten (10) groups from

Mango Orchards

minimize or prevent the continuous encroachment by fringe

six (6) communities (Murugu, Yazori, Kaden, Kpulumbo, Bawena

communities into the Mole National Park (MNP) with the objective

and Konkori).

Mango production contributes significantly to the diets of farmers

of sustaining biodiversity in the Park. Reconnaissance visits were

as well as serving as cash crop and most importantly, improving

made to surrounding communities of the Park to identify women

micro-climates of vulnerable ecosystems. Due to its economic

groups engaged in commercial shea nut picking and processing.

and ecological importance, SIBCI identified the fruit crop as

Eventually, ten women groups were identified and engaged to

one to support livelihoods and bolster incomes of surrounding

establish contacts for preparation for the ensuing training.

communities of the MNP.

A training company (Yusmum 2011 Enterprise) was engaged to

Reconnaissance visits and stakeholder meetings were held with

prepare a training module and conduct training for women on

leaders of youth groups (predominantly charcoal producers) in

quality shea nut picking, processing and marketing. Aside the

communities fringing the MNP. The communities include Kabampe,

training, safety kits and other items were procured and donated to

Kananto and Mognori.

the participants. The items include 105 shea nut picking equipment
(Shea Roller), 100 pairs of wellington boots, 100 pairs of hand

In consultation with chiefs and opinion leaders of selected

gloves, 105 cutlasses and silver basins for the beneficiaries.

communities, some of the youth groups dedicated lands for the

The training employed a face-to-face communication method
which sought to enhance participation. Participants were divided
into smaller groups of four (4) during the plenary session. Each
member of the group made a presentation using the picture
teaching aid (picture box) developed by the trainer.
The training is expected to improve their capacity in commercial
shea nut gathering, processing and marketing in the area as well
as promoting sustainable and less energy demanding ways of
harnessing shea resources for enhanced livelihood. The knowledge
and skills acquired during the training, incomes of the women are
expected to increase about 10% annually.

establishment of mango orchards. Land preparation works were
done at the sites designated for the orchard. Initially, 600 Keitt
mango seedlings were procured and handed to the 3 communities,
with each community receiving 200 of the seedlings. The seedlings
were subsequently transplanted in the field with a row spacing of
6m and tree spacing of 3m.
Following a monitoring mission, a decision was made to provide an
additional 250 seedlings for Kabampe community considering the
success of their efforts. The transplanted mango seedlings cover a
total area of 12.5 acres (Kabampe – 5.5 acres; Mognori – 3.5 acres;
Kananto – 3.5 acres). This venture is expected to supplement the
incomes of the youth by 10%, especially during off peak seasons.

(Top) Keitt mango seedlings being transported to be distributed among the
three (3) communities within the Mole Ecological landscape.
(Bottom) Farmer from the Kabampe community guarding the mango seedlings
with dead tree branches to prevent destruction by ruminant.
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(Left) A group photograph of a section of the participants after the donation of the items and training workshop. (Right) Training of women groups from six (6)
communities within the Mole Ecological Landscape on the quality standards for shea production. | © Raymond Agyepong Antwi, 2020
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Yongwa Forest Reserve
Yongwa Forest Reserve is a dry rocky, hilly forest reserve
located in the Somanya forest district between latitudes
06° 10” North and longitude 00° 03’ West.
The reserve covers an area of 780ha in the south-east
outlier type of forest. Talbotiella gentii stands have been
reported to cover 37.8ha of the main block of the reserve
and are mainly located in the western side of the reserve.
The reserve belongs to the southern marginal forest.

PHOTO CREDIT | © RAPHAEL NII L AATE L ARTEY
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CONSERVATION EDUCATION

Conservation Education

World Wildlife Day
Globally, World Wildlife Day is celebrated to raise awareness about
endangered wildlife and illegal trade in wildlife species. In 2019,
GWS in collaboration with the US Embassy-Ghana, West Africa
Biodiversity And Climate Change (WABiCC) program, Kali Etch
Foundation and ARocha-Ghana celebrated World Wildlife Day
under the theme “Life below water: for people and planet”.
Some selected Wildlife Clubs of Ghana (WCG) members in the
Greater Accra Region were engaged through a beach clean-up
exercise and an essay and debate competition. The beach cleanup exercise took place at the Mensah-Guinea beach with over two
hundred and twenty-five (225) club members participating.
A student from the Gag Blessed Home School emerged winner of
the essay writting competion. The Presbyterian Boys’ Senior High

The Wildlife Clubs of Ghana (WCG) is the junior wing of the Society. The Clubs consist of groups of young people interested in
conserving wild animals and plants as well as the environment. The WCG was launched on March 11th 1987 and can now boast of
300 clubs from 60 schools and communities in 5 regions of the country.

School (PRESEC-Legon) and the Amasaman Senior High School
debated on the imposition of the one-month annual fish ban in
Ghana, which saw PRESEC-Legon emerging winners of the debate.
In 2020, World Wildlife Day was celebrated under the theme
“Sustaining all life on Earth” to raise awareness on the world’s
wild animals and plants. The Society collaborated with the Wildlife
Division of the Forestry Commission and the Department of

World Wetlands Day

Archaeology and Heritage Studies, University of Ghana to organize

The Wildlife Clubs of Ghana (WCG) participated actively in

an arts/photo competition, a photo exhibition and to also officially

the World Wetlands Day 2019 celebration which took place at

commission the Museum of Natural and Cultural History at the

the Mother’s Nest Montessori School in Accra on the theme,

Shai Hills Resource Reserve. The event brought together about six

“Wetlands and Climate Change”. Forty-five (45) club members

hundred (600) school children and teachers, local communities,

were engaged in a drawing competition that highlighted the roles

chiefs and elders, CSOs and several government agencies in the

wetlands play in combating climate change. Awards comprising

country.

An exhibition was organised at the British Council in Accra
Atewa Range Forest Reserve and to garner more support for

of the competition.

conservation of the site.

In 2020, the Society celebrated World Wetlands Day under the

The exhibition was led by ARocha Ghana with support from

theme “Wetlands and Biodiversity” with a sensitization exercise

the Ghana Wildlife Society, IUCN and other civil society

and a bird walk at the Densu Delta Ramsar Site. In all, ninety-nine

organisations (CSOs) as key partners.

(99) students participated in the birdwalk to have fun and explore
estimated to be home for over fifty-seven (57) water bird species.

Atewa Exhibition
to showcase the remarkable diversity of wildlife species at

educational materials and souvenirs, were presented to winners

the Densu Delta Ramsar site which is a Key Biodiversity Area (KBA)

Top: WCG students cleaning up the Mensah-Guinea beach in Accra. Bottom: Arkofa
Ejeani Asiedu presenting a trophy to the winners of the school debate - PRESECLegon.

Sixty-five (65) WCG members in Accra participated in the
exhibition. The club members were taken through photo

Some students of the Mother Nest Montessori school drawing wetlands during the
World Wetlands Day 2019 celebration.

exhibitions and a canvas session on using the arts to
communicate biodiversity.

Wildlife Clubs of Ghana (WCG) members of Mount Camel Home school watching birds
through a telescope and binoculars at the Densu Delta Ramsar site.
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Students from Gag Blessed Home School being assisted in the use of a telescope at
the Densu Delta Ramsar site.

Top: Images of some wildlife species exhibited at the Shai Hills Resource Reserve.
Bottom: A section of school children who took part in the WWD. |

A section of the WCG members going through some of the photos and artwork
at the exhibition.

© EMMANUEL OBUOBI
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World Cleanup Day

World Migratory Bird Day

The Society, Let’s Do it Ghana and other partners

The Society, BirdLife International and GHACEM used the occasion

organised a clean-up exercise at the Mensah Guinea

to organise a bird walk, training on construction of bird boxes and

Beach in Accra to mark the day themed ‘People for a

photo exhibition for club members in the Lower Manya Krobo and

clean Planet!”. The event was meant to contribute to

Yilo Krobo municipalities in the Eastern Region. It was on the theme,

the conservation of the local environment, habitat and

“Protect Birds: Be the Solution to Plastic Pollution!” The aim was to

nesting sites of sea turtles in Ghana.

highlight the negative impact of plastic pollution on migratory birds
and their habitats.

Fifty-eight (58) club members participated in the cleanup exercise. T-shirts were distributed for promotional

Seventy (70) club members actively participated in the event.

purposes.

Posters and t-shirts were distributed among participants to help
promote the conservation of birds in the area.

The Ghana Wildlife Society, Let’s Do it Ghana together
with other partners organized a clean-up exercise at the

The Society in partnership with Spring Alive, used the occasion

Laboma Beach in Accra to commemorate World Cleanup

to organize virtual activities online to engage the public. These

day. The aim of the cleanup exercise was to contribute

activities included educating the public on being good birdwatchers,

towards a cleaner, safer and greener marine environment

sharing bird migration videos and organizing online quizzes. The

for all and to save sea turtles along the coast of Accra

purpose of these activities was to get the public to go out there

from plastic pollution. Two hundred (200) volunteers

and appreciate the beauty and nature of birds and support global

and nature lovers participated in the clean-up exercise.

conservation actions to save birds and their habitats.

T shirts and flyers were distributed for promotional

Winners of the quiz were awarded souvenirs which were donated

purposes.

by the Box Concept Ghana.

Top: A section of students viewing the exhibit of bird posters.
Bottom: A GWS officer taking a section of the students through the process of
building a bird box. |

© LOUISA KABOBAH 2019

Conservation School
Two clubs, the Legacy Academy and St. Theresa’s Preparatory
Schools in Accra were educated on the feeding relationships
and trophic levels within the wild ecosystems, using games
and presentations. This aimed at getting the members to
appreciate the need for the conservation of wildlife species.

Top: A section of club members during the class session. Bottom: A group
photograph of the club members from the St Theresa’s School.
Top: Volunteers collecting plastic and other waste materials from the Laboma
Beach in Accra. Bottom: A group photo of the participants of the World Cleanup Day
celebration. |

© ESIOM2.0 2020
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Top: A volunteer sorting out and taking stock or all plastic waste collected.
Bottom: A heap of waste collected during the cleanup exercise. |

© ESIOME2.0 2020

Top: Awards being presented to the winners of the 2020 World Migratory Bird Day
online quiz competition. |

© NII LAATE LARTEY, 2020
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Spring Alive Project

World Environment Day
Staff from the Society organised a film show for club members

partners celebrated World Environment Day under the theme

Hundred and five (105) club members in Accra were trained on

of the Faith Evangelical School in Accra to commemorate the

“Time for Nature” embarking on a biodiversity backyard challenge

how to reduce bird collisions with glass windows, using card

2019 World Environment Day. The purpose of the presentation

virtually with the public from across the globe. The purpose of this

paper, scissors and transparent vinyl papers to make window

was to raise awareness among the members on easy ways to

biodiversity backyard challenge was to allow the public to learn

and door stickers. A PowerPoint presentation was also done to

reduce air pollution in their schools and at home. 88 club members

more about nature and its importance in our lives as well as ways

educate participants on the importance of SA birds, the plight

participated in the event. The theme for the celebration was “Beat

they can advocate for nature.

faced by migratory birds and actions to take to minimise the

air pollution”.
In 2020, the Society, BirdLife International together with other

Awards comprising of educational materials and souvenirs were
awarded to the winners.

threats. Bookmarks were shared for promotion of the project.
In 2020, GWS organized an essay competition on bird watching
titled “Birdwatching A hobby with great value for Ghana” for school
children in Ghana between the ages of 11-14. The competition had
a two month deadline period and within that period, the society
received about 60 entries from schools in Ghana. Selecting the
best three essays was quiet challenging as all entries received
were creatively written and excellently presented based on the
theme. In all, three students emerged as winners of the 2020
Spring Alive Competition.
Jessica Akunduo, a 14 year old student from the P.W.C.E
Demonstration J.H.S in Aburi, emerged as the winner. She was
awarded a Samsung tablet, a customized bamboo flask, story

A group picture of GWS staff and some participants of the 2019 World Environment
Day Celebration at the Faith Evangelical School in Accra.

Left: Biodiversity backyard challenge quiz competition flyer organised during 2020
World Environment Day. Right: Award being presented to winner of 2020 World
Environment Day competition.

books and a certificate of honour. Faustina Agyiri, an 11 year old
student from the Prince of Peace Presbyterian School in Tema also

Top: A section of participants cutting card papers and transparent vinyl papers to
make window and door stickers. Bottom: A group photograph of all the participants of
the training under the Spring Alive Project. |

© WILSON SHERMAN 2020

emerged 2nd and was awarded a digital camera, story books, a
customized bamboo flask and a certificate of honour. Christabel
Durowaa Effah, a 14 year old student from Sakumono school

World Earth Day
The day was commemorated with a debate competition held at
the Museum of Science and Technology between the Achimota
School and Kinbu Senior High School in Accra. The partners were

The day was commemorated with educating the public to take
climate actions such as the planting of trees which will help reduce
the impact of global warming and protect the earth. This was done

complex at Sakumono won the 3rd position and was presented
with a customized bamboo flask, story books and a certificate of
honour.

World Oceans Day
Oceans play a critical role in marine conservation efforts
to protect our blue planet. An online conversation on

“

Recreation and marine life: The Aftermath of COVID19” hosted

virtually on our social media platforms.

by Hired Consult in collaboration with GWS was organised

GWS, Kali Kteh, WABiCC and the Wildlife Division.

to learn more about how to protect the oceans today, for a

Achimota School emerged as winners on the topic, “Human

sustainable future for all generations to come.

interference in protected areas is significant”. They took home a

The Society was represented by Solomon Kenyenso at

trophy, medals and educational materials.

the webinar. The event raised awareness of responsible

Club members from the Sakumono School Complex were also in

lifestyles in protecting the marine life through “Innovation for

attendance to support the event.

a Sustainable Ocean”.

Top: A group photograph of club members from the Sakumono School Complex t the
Museum of Science and Technology.
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A view of the poster designed to celebrate World Earth Day 2020 on social
media and other digital media channels.

Top: 1st place winner Jessica Akunduo, from the P.W.C.E Demonstration J.H.S in
Aburi. Bottom: A group photograph of all the winners of the competition with their
teachers and GWS staff. |
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DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS

SOCIAL MEDIA FOOTPRINT

3.1K

WEBSITE
PAGE VISITS

2.6K

FACEBOOK
FOLLOWERS

Digital Communications
AS SEEN IN THE MEDIA
The Ghana Wildlife Society communicates with key audiences
via our website ghanawildlifesociety.org as well as via blog.
ghanawildlifesociety.org and through social media. While the
website and blog are still our largest communication platforms
in terms of content and consumption, the role of social media
in our communications has increased immensely.

457

Publications

INSTAGRAM
FOLLOWERS

AV A I L A B L E
FOR FREE
DOWNLOAD

216

NEWSLETTER
SUBSCRIBERS

697

TWITTER
FOLLOWERS

75

YOUTUBE
SUBSCRIBERS

REDESIGNED GWS WEBSITE

The GWS website was
re-designed and relaunched on December
31, 2019 to continue
to increase our

For channels managed by the GWS communications unit, here
is a summary of user engagement over the past year. Facebook
emerged as our most-engaged social media platform, with total
engagement at 3,461 (likes, comments and shares) from 1,209
followers. Our audiences engage with our content on channels
they find handy — and increasingly, with visually appealing
content (pictures or videos). Followership and engagement on
social channels are steadily growing.

visibility and improve
our engagements

The Ghana Wildlife Society were grateful to have been featured
on many TV and radio stations between 2019 and 2020. In 2019,
GWS appeared on the Breakfast Show on GTV to celebrate
International Vulture Awareness Day. GWS also appeared on
United Television’s mid-morning show to campaign against the
killing of vultures in Ghana.

with audiences,

MAGAZINE: THE NKO PARROTS (2019 EDITION)
(Official magazine of the Wildlife Clubs of Ghana)

partners and relevant
stakeholders.

This magazine is not a scientific journal but expected to help you discover
more about the environment and the things that impact on it. We all have
the responsibility to learn about the things that impact on the environment
and how we can help protect the planet.
Visit and check it out:

Please scan the QR code to download and read the full magazine.

ghanawildlifesociety.org/

Alternatively, you can visit
www.ghanawildlifesociety.org/publications to read.
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Strengthening the conservation of
migratory shorebird populations through
monitoring and community participation
in Ghana
Ghana receives significant numbers of migratory
shorebirds from a wide breeding range compared to
other wetlands in West Africa. However, existing reports
on migratory birds are fast becoming irrelevant, requiring
update with current data, particularly as the functionality
of wetlands are lost. Furthermore, human activities such
as unsustainable fishing, sewage disposal, hunting of
water birds, cutting of mangroves and farming contribute
to declines and alteration of wintering sites.
In the wake of the loss of wetlands and their qualities,
it is essential to maintain an up-to-date knowledge of
the status of migratory birds, particularly shorebirds and
provide conservation awareness on the importance of
wetlands as an integral component of our environment.

GWS is very much committed to enhancing the
conservation of shorebirds by ensuring reduced threats
through monitoring, public education and awareness, as
well as citizen science.

PHOTO CREDIT | © ISSAC ADJEI
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P O L IC Y A ND A DVO CAC Y

BUSINESS AND BIODIVERSITY

Campaign on Mainstreaming Biodiversity and
Birds into Renewable Energy in Ghana

Policy and Advocacy

Around the world, there has been a global advocacy on the use of
renewable energy compared to fossil-dependent energy sources.
This is due to its contribution to the fight against climate change,
having less environmental impact compared to fossil fuel and its
propensity to add to power generation.
Ghana developing its renewable energy sources, especially
onshore wind and solar. Despite its importance and contribution
to a green economy, renewable energy, such as wind and solar,
tends to have a negative impact on birds and biodiversity if not
appropriately deployed. As such Ghana Wildlife Society launched a
campaign on mainstreaming biodiversity and birds into renewable
energy in Ghana with special reference to wind and solar energy.

The Ghana Wildlife Society aims to influence national policies and actions that will safeguard species, their sites and habitats through

In that regard, GWS published two position papers and articles

effective advocacy. Over the years, focus has been placed on advocating for mainstreaming birds and biodiversity in development,

in the national and international media to draw attention on how

campaigning for the protection of sites in danger from development and contributing to shaping policies at the national level.

these energies can be harnessed with less impact on nature.
Stakeholders within the sector were, therefore engaged on how
best their activities can be less impactful to nature.

Campaign against the Illegal Harvesting of
Rosewood at Kalakpa Nature Reserve

The Ghana Wildlife Society (GWS) continue to advocate against

peak in 2019 despite government’s ban on its trade. In response

bauxite mining at the Atewa Forest Reserve, a Key Biodiversity Area

and in the quest to safeguard Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) in

(KBA). GWS joined the NGO coalition in pressing on government to

Ghana, GWS organised a press briefing in June 2019 bringing to
the fore the illegal activities, especially the felling and smuggling of

rescind its decision to mine bauxite at the Atewa Forest Reserve.

rosewood, happening at the Kalakpa Nature Reserve.

GWS with its partner, the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds,

This campaign was executed in collaboration with traditional

organised a tour of the forest reserve to see and understand the
extent of damage made to the forest by the government in the

leaders, the Abutia Development Union, the Kalakpa Club and
the threats to the nature reserve, the illegal cutting of rosewood
and the lapses in enforcement.
The print, radio, TV and online news portals covered this briefing.
To gain more traction, the press briefing was followed by publishing
an article in major media outlets.

Please scan the QR code to download and read the full
position paper.
Alternatively, you can visit
www.ghanawildlifesociety.org/publications to read.

Campaigns on the Atewa Range Forest Reserve

The illegal harvesting and trade of rosewood in Ghana reached its

communities fringing the reserve. The press briefing highlighted

POSITION PAPER: WIND ENERGY DEVELOPMENT
AND POWER TRANSMISSION IN VIEW OF BIRD AND
BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION IN GHANA

PRESS RELEASE: SAVE THE KALAKPA RESOURCE
RESERVE FROM ILLEGAL LOGGING

construction of access roads. This development further provoked
advocacy actions at the national and international level.

Review of Ghana’s Legal Framework
on Protected Areas, Agriculture and
Environmental Assessment
Following the launch of the report reviewing Ghana’s legal
framework on protected areas, agriculture and environment
assessment, GWS embarked on the second phase of the
project which aims to advocate for the use of the findings
and recommendations of the report.
This began with the prioritising of the findings and
recommendations highlighted in the report. This was

Please scan the QR code to download and read the full
position paper.

done in consultation with pro-environmental civil society
organisations in Ghana.

Alternatively, you can visit
www.ghanawildlifesociety.org/publications to read.

The output of the prioritisation stage was further used
for advocacy and engagement targeted at government
stakeholders such as the Environmental Protection Agency,
Water Resource Commission, the Ministry of Lands and
Natural Resources, the Ministry of Environment, Science,
Technology and Innovation and the Forestry Commission.
Areas of advocacy and engagement included the review of
the current environment assessment law, the tree tenure
policy, transformation of the Riparian Buffer Zone policy
into law, pushing for the passage of the Wildlife Resource
Management Bill among other issues.

Read the full report: bit.ly/AR1920LFreview
A section of the media at the press conference held by GWS in collaboration with the local communities regarding the illegal felling of rosewood at the Kalakpa
Resource Reserve
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(Top) An excavator clearing pathways in the Atewa Forest Reserve.
(Bottom) A view of the cleared pathway in the Atewa Forest Reserve.
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Amansuri Conservation & Integrated
Development Programme
The Nzulezo tourism initiative, a component of Amansuri
Conservation, and Integrated Development (ACID)
Programme is an initiative by the Ghana Wildlife Society
in partnership with five fringe communities within the
West Nzema Traditional Area. The ultimate goal of the
project is to manage and enhance the conservation of
the Amansuri Wetland through ecotourism to generate
income for community development.

PHOTO CREDIT | © RAPHAEL NII L AATE L ARTEY
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Corporate Membership
Endangered Animal Species Fence
The celebrated endangered animal species project was
launched by GWS in 2003 with the aim of educating and
creating awareness among the public on the plight of rare,
vulnerable and threatened animal species in the bush meat
trade in Ghana. It was setup to also compliment fundraising
efforts for our conservation activities.
The impact has been enormous, raising many inquiries and
requests for further information and reference materials on
endangered species.
Through partnership with corporate institutions, the fence
provides organisations and businesses the opportunity to
fulfil their corporate social responsibilities by committing
funds towards the Society’s conservation activities whilst
projecting their corporate image.

The Society currently has eight (8) corporate partners.
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FI NANC IAL RE P ORT

FINA NC IA L RE P O RT

Summarised
Financial Statements
1% Sponsorship
23% Other Income

Ghana Wildlife Society Statement of Income and Expenditure and Accumulated Fund
for the year ended 31st December, 2020

2020 (GH₵)

2019 (GH₵)
1% Rental Income

Income
Rental Income

18,000

113,100

Project Funds

1,444,334

5,220,985

Sponsorships

16,974

22,000

Other Income

451,036

225,226

1,930,344

5,581,311

Administrative Expenses

532,406

439,065

Project Expenses

1,719,187

782,509

Depreciation

102,347

50,573

12,000

15,550

2,365,940

1,287,696

(435,596)

4,293,615

7,491,768

3,198,153

(154,411)

0.01

Excess of Income over Expenditure

(435,596)

4,293,615

BALANCE AS AT 31/12/2020

6,901,761

7,491,768

TOTAL INCOME

1% Audit Fees

Income

4% Depreciation
23%
Administrative
Expenses

Expenditure

Audit Fees
TOTAL EXPENDITURE

Excess of Income over Expenditure

75% Project Funds

Expenditure

Accumulated Fund
Balance as at 01/01/2020
Prior Year Adjustment
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72% Project Expenses
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Our work is firmly rooted in
partnerships, and relies on science that
inspires positive conservation actions
in collaboration with communities,
civil society groups, businesses,
universities and the government.

www.ghanawildlifesociety.org
info@ghanawildlifesociety.org
+233 (0) 30 266 5197

www.facebook.com/ghanawildlifesoc
www.twitter.com/ghwildlifesoc
www.instagram.com/ghanawildlifesociety

www.bongo.ghanawildlifesociety.org
Visit our blog and read our articles. Don't forget to subscribe to
receive Bongo news twice every year all for free.
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Relying on science to inspire
conservation actions for the
benefit of people and nature

COVER PHOTO | © RAPHAEL NII LAATE LARTEY
Sapawsu Forest Reserve
Sapawsu forest reserve is located in the Somanya forest
district. Talbotiella gentii has being reported to cover
37.8ha of the main block of the reserve area and a further
19ha in the extension area.
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